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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

The Early Bird Alerts provide an advance indication of a potential trading opportunity or a potential
watchlist candidate.  They do not indicate a trade of themselves - additional techniques are applied
to further qualify potential trades and the timing of any subsequent entry.  These techniques are
taught and documented in the Jump Start, Launch Pad, Nth Degree and Nth Degree+ products.

The Early Bird Alerts will work on any Meta Trader 4 platform.  

Alerts, by email and/or dialog box, can be set for any of MT4's nine available timeframes on any
loaded chart.  These parameters can be individually or globally set at any time.

The Early Bird Alerts display window maintains a rolling list of the last 300 alerts received since the
program was started.  

Options are available:
to generate a beep on receipt of a new alert
for a minimised alert window to be automatically restored on receipt of a new alert
for the alert window to display on top of other windows
to hide the Long/Short and/or Price columns to increase the screen display area available for
other programs
to display the alerts with either the Server time provided by the broker or the Local time on
your computer

These options are saved when the program closes and restored when the program restarts.

Forex Strategy Secrets provides two Alert packages, the Norwood Alerts and the Early Bird Alerts. 
These packages need to be written as MT4 Expert Advisors.  As MT4 only allows one Expert
Advisor to be attached to a chart, it is necessary to create two installations of MT4 and run the
Norwood Alerts in one and the Early Bird Alerts in the other.  The two MT4 installations would
usually be on the same machine, but do not have to be.

If you notice the name of a broker in this documentation, it is not intended as a specific
recommendation, it is simply the broker that was being used at the time the screenshots were
taken.

In this documentation, the terms symbol and currency pair will be used interchangeably. 
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2 Installation

2.1 Stage 1 - Additional MT4 Installation

As mentioned in the Overview, Forex Strategy Secrets provides two Alert packages, the Norwood
Alerts and the Early Bird Alerts.  As both these packages need to be written as MT4 Expert
Advisors and as MT4 only allows one Expert Advisor to be attached to a chart, it is necessary to
create two installations of MT4 and run the Norwood Alerts in one and the Early Bird Alerts in the
other.  The two MT4 installations would usually be on the same machine, but do not have to be.

If you do not have a second installation of MT4, download one from your broker.  The Early Bird
Alerts would usually be run in a demo account but can be run in a live account if you so wish.  Be
aware that some brokers will automatically invalidate a demo account after a set period of time (for
instance, a month) or after a period of inactivity (for instance, if there have been no trades for four
weeks).  You can normally get a new demo account from your broker without any trouble.

When installing as a standard user, please note that administrator rights will be required on Win 7 to
complete the install of MT4 itself and the install of the Early Bird Alerts (regardless of whether or not
the program is being installed in the appropriate Program Files directory structure or not).

Both MT4 and the Early Bird Alerts are 32-bit programs.  On a 32-bit machine the standard Program
Files directory is "Program Files".  On a 64-bit machine, 64-bit programs are commonly installed into
the "Program Files" directory and 32-bit programs are installed into the "Program Files(x86)"
directory.  MT4 can be installed into or outside the appropriate "Program Files" structure at your
option.  The Early Bird Alerts are actually installed inside their associated MT4 directory

When installing, it is suggested that you add " EBA" to the name of the folder you are installing into
simply to make it easier to recognise which MT4 installation is to be used for the Early Bird Alerts. 
Make a note of the name of this folder, as this is the folder that the Early Bird Alerts will be installed
into in the next Stage.

After installing MT4, when you are ready, delete all the default chart/feature/advertising windows that
came with MT4 in the normal chart area - either click on the red close box on each window or press
Ctrl+F4 repeatedly until they are all gone.

The Early Bird Alerts require Build 402 of MT4 as a minimum.  The Build number can be found by
running MT4 and selecting Help | About, but do not check it at this stage, as the Early Bird Alerts
setup program will check for this when the Alerts are being installed and a warning will be issued
then if necessary. 



Installation 5

© 2011-2012 Freedom Investment Group, Inc

2.2 Stage 2 - Early Bird Setup Program

NOTE FOR BETA USERS

Please uninstall any existing beta version of this program before installing the current
version.

Refer to the manual for details on how to uninstall this product.

When installing as a standard user, please note that administrator rights will be required on Win 7 to
complete the install of MT4 itself and the install of the Early Bird Alerts (regardless of whether or not
the program is being installed in the appropriate Program Files directory structure or not).

Please note that you cannot run two instances of the Early Bird Alerts at the same time on the one
machine.

Download the Early Bird Alerts package (EarlyBirdAlerts_3.2.0.0.zip) from the http://
forexprofitclassroom.org website and save it to your desktop or a temporary directory.  The zip file
contains two files, the PDF file for the Early Bird Alerts Manual and the installation file
EarlyBirdAlerts_3.2.0.0_Setup.exe.  Extract both files to a temporary directory.  Read the Early Bird
Alerts Manual, particularly the Installation Stage 1 - Additional MT4 Installation section  and the
Stage 2 - Early Bird Setup Program section.
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Fig 1 Setup (main w indow)

Run the EarlyBirdAlerts_3.2.0.0_Setup.exe program and install it into its own separate MT4
installation, the folder that MT4 itself was installed into in Stage 1 (Fig 1).  The setup program does a
comprehensive set of checks to ensure the Early Bird Alerts are being loaded into an appropriate
MT4 folder.  If you get any security warnings on the way through, accept them and keep going.  

On successful completion, you can then delete all the files initially downloaded and extracted,
including the manual, as the setup program has installed another copy of the manual in the MT4
directory and created a Start | All Programs | Forex Strategy Secrets menu entry pointing to the
manual, the EBAlertCredentials.exe program and the uninstallation folder.
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2.3 Stage 3 - Configuring MT4 Scripts & Templates

2.3.1 a) Configure Expert Advisors

*** For the Expert Advisors to work it is very important that this is set up correctly  ***

Run MT4 and bring up the Options window (Fig 2) by using the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+O or selecting
Tools | Options from MT4's main menu.  Then select the Expert Advisors tab, set the options as
indicated and click OK.

Fig 2 Expert Advisor Options

2.3.2 b) Configure SMS Text and Email Messaging

SMS Text or Email Messaging is an optional feature - if you do not want to use it at this time then
there is no need to set it up now.  It can be set up at any time in the future should you later decide
to use it.

This feature allows Early Bird Alerts to be sent as SMS messages to your mobile telephone or as
emails to your normal email address, depending on the options taken on the next screen.

The details required are:

SMTP Server box812.bluehost.com:25

SMTP Login alertsetup@forexstrategysecrets.com

SMTP Password Put the word ... password ... as the password

From alerts@forexstrategysecrets.com

To Enter either your cell phone's email address or a regular email
address you would like the alert sent to.
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If you do not find your mobile phone provider listed below call them and ask for you phone's email
address.

Verizon 777888999@vtext.com

Sprint 7778889999@messaging.sprintpcs.com

AT&T 7778889999@txt.att.net

You will need to check to see if you have text message capability for your phone.  Also it would be
wise to consider having an unlimited texting facility on your service plan, depending on how many
alerts you want to receive.  For example, if you choose to only have the 1 hour and 4 hour alert
signals sent to you, on 6 currency pairs you could get up to 30 alerts a day.  If you just add the 30-
minute timeframe this could increase the number of alerts by between 25 and 30 per day.  This could
be between 45 and 60 signals a day.  For a month of trading you could get over 1,000 alerts.  So be
sure you either have unlimited texting on your phone,or be selective about how many currency pairs
and timeframes you want to be notified of.

Run MT4 and bring up the Options window by using the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+O or selecting Tools
| Options from MT4's main menu.  Then select the Email tab and complete it as indicated in Fig 3
below. 

Fig 3 SMS/Email Options

2.3.3 c) Add Scripts to Favourites

The Early Bird Alerts setup program installed, amongst other things, three MT4 scripts:
EBAlertMonitor - an indicator which shows, on each chart, the timeframes & alert types
(Email or Dialog) that have been defined for that currency pair 
EBAlertNotifier - an Expert Advisor which actually locates an Early Bird Alert & notifies the
display program
EBAlertPeriods - a script which initiates the Parameter Edit program

This step is to set these three scripts up as Favourites, which will make them easier to find later on.

MT4 provides a Navigator window (refer Fig 4) - if you cannot see it on screen then go up to the main
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menu bar and select View | Navigator (or use the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+N instead).  You will see
two tabs at the bottom of the window, Common & Favorites.  The Favorites tab at this stage will be
empty.

Fig 4 Navigator w indow

To add the EBAlertMonitor to the Favorites window, go to the Navigator window, click on the "+" sign
to the left of the Custom Indicators entry, scroll down to the EBAlertMonitor entry and right-click on
it, then left-click on the Add to Favorites entry in the pop-up menu (Fig 5).   

Fig 5 EBAlertMonitor to Favorites

To add the EBAlertNotifier to the Favorites window, go to the Navigator window, click on the "+" sign
to the left of the Expert Advisors entry, scroll down to the EBAlertNotifier entry and right-click on it,
then left-click on the Add to Favorites entry in the pop-up menu.  

Then, to add the EBAlertPeriods to the Favorites window, go to the Navigator window, click on the
"+" sign to the left of the Scripts entry, scroll down to the EBAlertPeriods entry and right-click on it,
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then left-click on the Add to Favorites entry in the pop-up menu.  

The Favorites tab on the Navigator window should now look like Fig 6:

Fig 6 The completed Favorites tab.

2.3.4 d) Add Favourites to Initial Chart

If you haven't done it already, delete all the default chart/feature/advertising windows that came with
MT4 in the normal chart area - either click on the red close box on each window or press Ctrl+F4
repeatedly until they are all gone.

Right-click on a symbol (any will do) in MT4's Market Watch window and select the Chart Window
option in the resulting pop-up menu.  

Go to the Favorites tab in the Navigator window and click on the EBAlertMonitor entry and, still
holding the mouse down, drag it to the new chart window and release the button.  This action will
bring up the Custom Indicators screen - click on the Common tab if it is not already selected and
ensure it is set to match Fig 7 below:

Fig 7 Custom Indicator - Common tab

On the same Custom Indicators screen - click on the Visualization tab if it is not already selected
and ensure it is set to match Fig 8 below:
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Fig 8 Custom Indicator - Visualisation tab

At this point the chart window should display a message indicating that "The Early Bird Alert licence
is currently invalid.  Please contact support@forexstrategysecrets.com".  Ignore this for the moment,
it will be addressed in the next section (Stage 4 - Configuring Early Bird Parameters).

Go to the Favorites tab in the Navigator window and click on the EBAlertNotifier entry and, still
holding the mouse down, drag it to the new chart window and release the button.  This action will
bring up the following screen - click on the Common tab if it is not already selected and ensure it is
set to match Fig 9 below:

Fig 9 Expert Advisor

Ensure the Expert Advisors are ON and active (see Fig 10 following).
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Fig 10 Expert Advisors ON/OFF toggle.

No further setup action is required for the script EBAlertPeriods at this point. 

2.3.5 e) Create a Default Chart Template

This step will create a default template with the Early Bird indicator and Early Bird Expert Advisor
already attached, so that when a new chart window is opened it will have these automatically
applied, thus saving you adding them (as you did in the last stage) to each new chart.

Now is the time to make any cosmetic changes to the Early Bird Alerts charts that you would like,
such as chart styles (OHLC, line, candlesticks etc) and colours for all chart components (F8), but
bear in mind that you will not look at these screens very often - you would usually only see them
when you want to change the Early Bird parameters.
As you will not need the prices to display on these charts, one combination you could choose that
gives a completely blank chart area is to:

Go to the File | Charts and select the Line Chart option
Right-click on the chart & select Properties (or just press F8) and set the following colours:

Background to DimGray (or another darker colour),
Foreground to White,
Line Graph to None (display the colour selection boxes & select the None option box at
the top)

When you are ready, go to MT4's main menu bar and select Charts | Template | SaveTemplate and
save the current screen with the name "EBAlerts" (without the quotes).

Then go to MT4's main menu bar and select Charts | Template | SaveTemplate again and save the
current screen with the name "Default" (without the quotes).  Answer Yes when asked "Default.tpl
already exists.  Do you want to replace it?".

You can create as many chart windows as you wish now (or later) by right-clicking on a currency
pair in the Market Watch window and selecting the  "Chart Window" option from the pop-up menu.

Only create one chart window for each currency pair you are interested in.  The Early Bird Alerts will
process & generate alerts for all timeframes requested in the Parameters Screen for that currency
pair when processing that chart window.  If multiple charts are opened for the one currency pair,
duplicate copies of the alerts will be needlessly generated.

2.4 Stage 4 - Configuring Early Bird Parameters

This step validates the licence and allows for the particular parameters preferred by you to be
selected individually or in bulk for each chart defined.

Go to Windows Start | All Prograns | Forex Strategy Secrets menu and select the
EBAlertCredentials program.  Enter the Email Address you use for the http://forexprofitclassroom.org
site and the Facilities Key that was emailed to you when you signed up for these alerts.  The
Facilities Key can also be obtained from the Profile page on the http://forexprofitclassroom.org site. 
Select the Submit button and the details will be verified against the Forex Strategy Secrets database
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(see Fig 11 following).

 Fig 11 Licence Validation

Go to MT4's Navigator window and select the Favorites tab.  Click on the EBAlertPeriods entry and
drag and drop it onto a chart.  You will then be presented with the Edit Early Bird Parameters screen
where you can update globally all screens defined to date to one particular parameter setting.  It is
suggested that you use the UpdateAll feature to update all existing charts to your most common
configuration and afterwards modify individual charts to suit (Fig 12).  To quickly see the alerts in
action set a Show Dialog alert on a 1 Minute timeframe and with 6 or 7 charts open you should
shortly have a steady stream of alerts coming through.

Fig 12 UpdateAll charts w ith current selection

Refer to the Parameters Window section following for a more detailed explanation of updating
parameters individually or globally at any time.

To complete the installation, close the Early Bird Alerts display window and also close the Early Bird
Alerts MT4 instance, then restart the MT4 program - the Early Bird Alerts display window will start
automatically when the MT4 program starts.
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3 Parameters Window

The Early Bird Parameters screen allows the user to set which type of Early Bird Alert (by Email, by
Dialog or both) is required for each of the nine timeframes available for a particular currency pair. 
Such a setting for one symbol can be applied globally to all currency pairs (not just those symbols
currently loaded but to all that have been used in recent history).

To activate the Early Bird Parameter edit program, first go to MT4 and activate the chart window for
the symbol you are currently interested in.  Then go to MT4's Navigator window, select the Favorites
tab and then left-click the EBAlertPeriods entry, hold and drag the cursor over the chart window and
release the mouse.  Alternatively you can go to MT4's Navigator window, select the Favorites tab and
then right-click the EBAlertPeriods entry and left-click  the "Attach to Chart" entry in the resulting
pop-up menu.  The basic Parameter window for the chart's symbol will be displayed (Fig 13).

Fig 13 Basic Parameter Screen with corresponding Indicator display showing behind ...

If you only want a Dialog alert, click the Show Dialog checkbox once or twice.
If you only want an Email alert, click the Send Email checkbox once or twice.
If you want both types of alert, click the Enable checkbox once or twice.
Whether you have to click once or twice depends on the previous setting of that row.

The Cancel button will close the screen without making any changes.
The Clear button will clear the screen display only (these changes will not be applied until the
 Update button is selected).
The Update button will apply any changes made.

If you right-click in the title-bar of the Early Bird Parameter edit program, a menu will be displayed
with an Update ALL Symbols option to toggle between the Update and Update ALL modes, as in Fig
14 following:
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Fig 14 Use Update All Symbols to toggle between Update & Update ALL modes

In Update mode the configuration changes will only be applied to the currency pair in that particular
chart, whereas in Update ALL mode the configuration changes will be applied to all currency pairs
that have been used in recent history.

Only create one chart window for each currency pair you are interested in.  The Early Bird Alerts will
process & generate alerts for all timeframes requested in the Parameters Screen for that currency
pair when processing that chart window.  If multiple charts are opened for the one currency pair,
duplicate copies of the alerts will be needlessly generated.

For the technically-minded, the parameter settings for each currency pair are held in an MT4 Global
Variable as a nine digit number where 1 represents None, 2 represents Email only, 3 represents
Dialog only & 4 represents both and timeframes are read left to right from M1 through MN1. Do not
modify the Global Variables directly.

After the initial setup, if a new Chart Window is opened the system will, after a few moments,
automatically apply a default parameter setting of a Dialog alert for all nine timeframes for that
symbol, which of course can then be edited. 
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4 Alerts Window

To start the Early Bird Alerts process, ensure the Early Bird Alerts screen display program is not
running and start up the Early Bird Alerts own MT4 program - the MT4 program will automatically
start the Early Bird Alerts screen display program.

To avoid disrupting the real-time operation of MT4 itself, the start of the Early Bird processing for
each chart is staggered, taking 3 minutes to completely load 10 charts, or 6 minutes to load 20
charts or 10 minutes to fully load 30 charts and so on..

Only one instance of the Early Bird Alerts can be run at a time on any one machine.

To stop the Early Bird Alerts process either:
close the Early Bird Alerts own MT4 program, which will then automatically close  the Early
Bird Alerts screen display program, or
close  the Early Bird Alerts screen display program manually first, then close the Early Bird
Alerts own MT4 program.  

The Early Bird Alerts display window maintains a rolling list of the last 300 alerts received since the
program was started.

For each alert found, the Early Bird Alerts display program shows the time (either the broker's server
time or your local time), the symbol, the timeframe, the position long/short and the bid price (Fig 15).

Fig 15 The basic Early Bird Alerts w indow

If you left-click on the header of the Time column, the column will toggle between displaying the Time
(Local) and the Time(Server) (Fig 16).

Fig 16 The same Early Bird Alerts w indow showing Time(Server)
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Options are available:
to generate a beep on receipt of a new alert
for a minimised alert window to be automatically restored on receipt of a new alert
for the alert window to display on top of other windows
to hide the Long/Short and/or Price columns to increase the screen display area available for
other programs

These options are saved when the program closes and restored when the program restarts.

A right-click on the title bar of the Early Bird Alerts screen display window will bring up the following
Options menu (Fig 17):

Fig 17 Options available

The options are illustrated here.  The Price column is not used all the time and can be turned off to
gain more screen real-estate.  The Long/Short column effectively duplicates the information from the
red and blue icons to the left of the Time column, and again can be turned off to save space (Fig 18):

Fig 18 Options illustrated
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5 Troubleshooting

If the install does not seem to start working immediately, make sure you have about 6 or 7 charts
defined and then set the parameters for all charts to give you a Dialog alert on the One Minute
timeframe - that's likely to give you an alert every one or two minutes!

If the install then does not start working go back over the installation instructions carefully.

If it seems like nothing is working at all, go to MT4's main tool bar and check the Expert Advisors are
ON - the icon on the button is all Green, with no Red!

If the Early Bird Alerts MT4 instance is shutdown forcibly or the machine crashes, MT4 may be
unable to complete the deletion of those of its Global Variables that should be deleted when it shuts
down or it may be unable to complete the saving of those Global Variables that should be saved on
shutdown.  This will be recognised when the Early Bird Alerts MT4 application is started again and
the following message will be raised: "MT4 was not shutdown cleanly. Please close both the Early
Bird Alerts & its MT4 program and then restart the MT4 program.".  Close both programs as
requested and restart the MT4 program.  If on restarting MT4 comes up but the Early Bird Alerts
window does not, then select Tools | Global Variables and delete the variable EBA_RestartRequired
if it is present.

In an extreme case all the MT4 Global Variables can be deleted (go to MT4's main menu, select 
Tools | Global Variables, press Ctrl+A to highlight them all and then press the Delete key).  It would
usually be sufficient to delete only the MT4 Global Variables that start with a prefix of EBA_Instance.
 If you have 15 charts open, there will be 15 of these variables, named from EBA_Instance_0 through
to EBA_Instance_14.  Use the Parameter Edit screen to re-enter the licence details if requested and
to reset the alert parameters for each chart. 

It is noted that MT4 itself will, as part of its own housekeeping, automatically delete any Global
Variables that have not been accessed (either read or written) within the last 4 weeks.  Should this
happen then, as above, use the Parameter Edit screen to re-enter the licence details if requested
and to reset the alert parameters for each chart.  
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6 Earnings Disclaimer

Disclaimer

No representation is being made that any account will, or is likely to achieve profits or losses similar
to those discussed within this site, support and texts. Our Course(s), products, and services, are to
be utilized as learning aids. If you decide to invest real money, all trading decisions are your own. No
representation is being made that any account will or is likely to achieve profit or losses similar to
those shown. The risk of loss in trading currencies can be substantial. You should therefore carefully
consider whether such trading is suitable for you in light of your financial condition.

The United States Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) and the National Futures
Association (NFA) require us to inform you that this web site and any comments and associated
material, technical indicators, and suggestions are provided for informational purposes only. Also our
web site and associated material has been prepared solely for informational purposes and is not a
solicitation, nor an offer, to buy or sell any currencies. Information on our web site does not purport
to be a complete description of any currencies, markets or developments referred to in our material
and any expressions of opinions are subject to change without additional notice to you. All
information on our web site is obtained from sources which we consider reliable but we have not
independently verified such information and we do not guarantee that it is accurate or complete.
Information on our web site may not be suitable for all investors. The information is neither an offer to
sell nor solicitation to buy any of the currencies that may be mentioned on this web site.

All information contained on our web site is the property of the Freedom Investment Group, Inc. No
person or company may copy or reproduce in any form whatsoever, any information on our web site
or associated material without our expressed written consent in advance. Freedom Investment
Group, Inc has NOT granted permission to any company, organization, or individuals to distribute,
sell, or reproduce our educational materials and trading methodology in any form or manner.

Copyright © 2011-2012 Freedom Investment Group, Inc All Rights Reserved
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7 Uninstallation

The Early Bird Alerts setup program installs the following files:

Location Files

<MT4 Directory> EBAlert.dll
EBAlertCredentials.exe
EBAlertCredentials.exe.manifest
EBAlertNotify.exe
EBAlertNotify.exe.manifest
Early Bird Alerts Manual.pdf

<MT4 Directory>\experts EBAlertNotifier.ex4

<MT4 Directory>\experts\indicators EBAlertMonitor.ex4

<MT4 Directory>\experts\scripts EBAlertPeriods.ex4

<MT4 Directory>\uninstallEBAlerts unins000.dat
unins000.exe

Start | All Programs | <%F_S_S_%> Shortcut to Early Bird Alerts Manual.pdf
Shortcut to EBAlertCredentials.exe
Shortcut to EBAlert uninstallation folder

As well the following registry entries are created under
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\ForexStrategySecrets\EarlyBirdAlerts\Settings:

Beep
Checked
ColLS
ColPrice
Email
FacilitiesKey
MaxNew
MT4Dir
OnTop
TimeLocal

The steps to uninstall the Early Bird Alerts are basically the reverse of the steps to install:
Go to MT4's main toolbar and click on the Expert Advisors button to turn the Expert Advisors
OFF.
Delete all the charts from MT4's main chart window
Go to MT4's main menu & run Tools | Global Variables, then press Ctrl+A to highlight all the
Global Variables and click the Delete button to delete them all. 
Replace the existing Default Template with another - Go to MT4's main menu & run Charts |
Template | Load Template and select any template of your choice.  Then run Charts |
Template | Save Template and save it as Default.tpl 
Go to MT4's main menu & run Charts | Template | Remove Template and select the EBAlert
entry
Go to MT4's Navigator window, select the Favorites tab & for each of the three entries
(EBAlertMonitor, EBAlertNotifier, EBAlertPeriods) right-click that entry & select Delete from
Favorites.
Go to the <MT4 Directory>\uninstallEBAlerts folder and run the program unins000.exe which
will uninstall the files and registry entries which setup originally created

If you also wish to uninstall the Early Bird Alerts' own MT4 installation:
Go to the <MT4 Directory> and run the program Uninstall.exe.
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<End of manual>
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